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MEDICAL PROGRESS AND MEDI- 
CAL JOURNALS. 


BY ROBERT C. WORD, M.D. 








Under the investigations of modern 
science, old theories are being exploded, 
important discoveries made, and new de- 
velopments constantly occuring in every 
department of human knowledge. 

It may truthfully be said that in no 
other field has there been greater and 
more rapid progress than in medicine, 
and the branches collateral to it. 


The discoveries in chemistry, in the 
last twenty years, constitute it almost a 
new science. Physiology has made rapid 
strides, unfolding to our comprehension 
mysteries hitherto unknown in regard to 
the processes of nutrition, secretion, 
calorification, etc. ‘The microscope has 
contributed largely to these discoveries, 
and given us further insight into the de- 
velopment and the growth of tissues. 
The advances in gynecology, the use of 





anesthetic agents, and the improved 
methods of diagnosis have been many 
and important. 

New appliances in surgery, and new 
agents in therapeutics, are so numerous 
and valuable that the physician who neg- 
lects to read the medical journals will 
soon find himself distanced by his com- 
petitors, and numbered among the 
ignorant and non-progressive 

A short time ago the writer was called 
to consult with a practitioner ata distant 
country location, who, though a man of 
some intelligence, had neglected to take 
and to read a medical journal since the 
commencement of the Confederate war. 
His patient was suffering intense pain, 
and had been vomiting until exhaustion 
was alarming, and death appeared imi- 
nent. As the stomach rejected every 
remedy, a third of a grain of morphine 
was hypodermically injected. The result 
was a speedy and complete relief to all 
thesymptoms. The attending physician 
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expressed great astonishment, having 
_never seen or heard of a hypodermic 
syringe. We opine if this man were to 
peruse the late volumes of THE SOUTHERN 
MepicaL Recorp he would find himseif 
very much in the condition of old Rip 
Van Winkle when first he beheld the 
strange faces around him, and gazed at 
the changes which had been wrought dur- 
ing his twenty years’ nap. 

The instance to which we have re- 
ferred shows the importance of medical 
journals to the practicing physician. 
They are indispensible. Indeed, it is 
due to his own conscience and self re- 
spect, and is justly expected by his pa- 
trons, that the man who assumes to treat 
the sick should keep pace with the pro- 
gress of his art, and be prepared to give 
his patients the benefit of the latest and 
most approved agencies known to the 
medical world. To do this it is abso- 
lutely necessary that he take one or more 
good medical journals. If he has the 
means, it were well to take two; the 
one a quarterly, wherein subjects are 
treated exhaustively; the other a monthly 
or weekly, wherein he may find and 
promptly avail himself of all that is new 
and practical in the field of medical pro- 
gress. The former may be dispensed 
with by the occasional purchase of stan- 
dard new books ; but the latter the busy 
practitioner can not dispense with with- 
out greatly impairins his success and dis- 
regarding his conscientious obligations 
to his profession and his patients. 

For a thing so indispensible and im- 
portant, it will not do to plead the cost 
as an excuse. A single visit or office 
prescription will offset the price of sub- 
scription, while often a single item in the 
ournal will repay the amount a hundred 
fold, to say.nothing of the satisfaction 





and pleasure it affords to read the medi- 
cal news, and to consult the views and 
experience of medical writers, in all parts 
of the world, upon the varied and inter- 
esting subjects connected with the pro- 
fession. 


CASE OF MALFORMATION. 


Dr. W. G. Hunt, of Kentucky, writes 
us that he had a singular case of imper- 
fect development of the genitals in a 
faetus : 

“Nature, in one of her freaks, present- 
ed me with a very peculiar phenomenon 
in the way of monstrosity, by failing in 
her anatomical construction of the fe- 
male genitals. 

The child being born, my attention 
was called by the nurse, to make the 
necessary discrimination, usually called 
for by the parents, as to whether a male 
or female, as the characteristic develop- 
ments were insufficient for a satisfactory 





diagnosis. ‘‘ Why, Doc., is ita mor- 
phadite ?” (hermaphrodite) inquired the 
old lady. I, of course, responded in 
the negative, as I think there is no such 
thing, unless the words hermaphrodite 
and monstrosity are synonymous. The 
labia majora presented the appearance 
and feit much like the male scrotum, 
there being perfect occlusion of the vul- 
ve, with a raphe separating the labia, 
similar to that of the male scrotum, ex- 
tending to the meatus urinarus, pre- 
senting no marks of distinction of sex, 
except the clitoris and meatus urinarus. 
I expected to have operated in this case, 
but lost sight of the unfortunate child 
by its removal from my neighborhood. 
It ultimately died of malarial fever.” 
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HOSPITAL REPORTS. — PHILA- 
DELPHIA DISPENSARY. 


DR. MARIS, RESIDENT PHYSICIAN. 
REVIEW OF THE TREATMENT OF NERVOUS 
DISEASES, AND EXTRACTS FROM CLINICS. 


NO. I. 





REPORTED BY C. C. VANDERBECK, M. D. 





EPILEPSY. 


Dr. Maris depends chiefly upon the 
bromides, large doses and long continu- 
ed. He has seen but one case that 
seemed to be actually cured. In the 
majority of cases there is an improve- 
ment, a check of the disease, but his 
experience leads him to believe that real 
cure is seldom. 

NEURALGIA. 


When there is any history or periodi- 
city, he uses sulphate of cinchonia. He 
began to use this on account of its cheap- 
ness compared with quinia, as this is an 
important point to remember in dispen- 
sary service. He is satisfied now, from 
the evidence offa long experience, and 
abundant trials, and careful watching of 
results, that the cinchonia sulphate is 
just as efficacious as quinine, and need 
not be given in one-third larger doses. 
It is a drug to be preferred to quinia, as 
it has not the same tendency to bring on 
various unpleasant cerebral symptoms. 
In many cases of neuralgia he is fond 
of using the bromides. A very favorite 
prescription, when there is need of any 
decided narcotic effect, is what is known 
in the institution as the marcotte tonic. 
The formula of this is as follows ; 

BR. Ext. opli..... kapicmenianaionneieus 
EEXt. COMM, .0.00000ccccrsseeeesese 
Ext. can, indica...... sseeeeee 





Ee aa dr. ss. 

Dis. in alcohol....... 102202. 186 
Add 

PCN, vncssscresccsscess gr. SS 
(dis. in dr. j of alcohol) 

Quin. sul... 00002. contac gr. % 

Pity MOIGARE: 0000000060008 02. j 

a een noni gtt. iij 

MOM sacscesinsenecsens oz.j M. 


Sig.—Dose 10 drops, repeated cau- 
tiously. 


Again, the subcarbonate of iron is of 
peculiar value in very many cases of 
neuralgia, not simply asa ferruginous 
tonic in anzwmic cases, but it seems to 
have a special or peculiar effect in this 
painful malady. He does not attempt 
to explain the modus operandi, but < 
multiplied experience has taught him 
its value, and has corroborated the state- 
ment made to him years ago, by old Dr. 
Casper Wistar, of this city, who claimed 
the wonderful value of this drug in neu- 
ralgia, especially that variety affecting 
the fifth pair of nerves. 


SCIATICA. 


Only a general idea can be given of 
the plan of treatment for these various 
nervous diseases. The treatment varies, 
of course, but this review is to present 
more particularly any special features of 
therapeutics. Besides the usual plan of 
counter-irritation, the doctor is in the 
habit of prescribing a mixture of cimici- 
fuga and phosphate of ammonia. The 
prescription is this: 

R. Tinct. cimicifuge....... 
Liq. phos, ammoniz... 
AQUE...000 crssoeseeesoee aa oz. ij M. 

Sig.—Tablespoonful thrice daily. 


The solution of phosphate of ammonia 
is of the strength of 60 grains to the 
ounce of water. 
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CHOREA, 
Dr. Maris depends upon cimicifuga 
for treating this convulsive disorder. He 
has cured many cases with this drug. 
Arsenic is sometimes prescribed, but it 
has not met his expectations; he thinks 
it may be due to his not pushing the 
arsenical treatment sufficiently. 

Iron is given in anaemic cases, and 
every Source of irritation removed. The 
doctor is now treatirg a case of chorea 
in a young lady twenty-one years old, 
whose left foot is the seat of the affec- 
tion. The movement is of a stamping 
character, and has worn out the shoe on 
this foot. The treatment is by cimici- 
fuga, but she has not been using it long 
enough to note the effect. 

Some of the house prescriptions used 
in this institution are as follows: 

I, MISTURA INTERMITTI. 


R. Cinchoniz sulphatis.....gr. xvj 


Acid. sulphuricum...... ett. i 

Tinet, ferri chior.........f. dr. j 
ree pyavionne 

Pig TOME. nnnvenserienies ioe. j MM, 


| hi II. MISTURA FUSCA. 


Tinct. ferri et quassiz..f. oz. ss M. 
tv. Mist. PorassiII CHLORATIS ET FERRI. 


i} R. Ext. glycyrrhize ....... gr. xv 

} Pul. acaciz, 

i} ee re »2a QT. XV 

if Tinct. opii camph......... f. dr. j 

| Vinum antimonii......... f. dr. ss 
it Spts. ztheris nit......... ett. xv 

Ammoniz murias....... gr. XV 

i AGQUR..000000s mined C4] Bl 
v I. MISTURA TUTTII. 

| R. Ol, morrhus.........05 f. ox. 1j 


| R. Potassi chloratis......... dr. ss 
H | Tinct. ferri chlor.........f. dr. j. 
t Aque, nt. 4 ae.j, Ut. 


V. PILULA PODOPHYLLI COMP. 
er a | 





Ext colocynth comp...... er, ijss 
A CRM pis vases ee ef 
Et ft. pil. No. 1. 
VI. PIL, OPII COMPOSITA. 
Se ere gr. Ss 
Mass. hydrarg..... .....0+ rej M. 
Et. ft. pil. No. 1. 
VII, PIL, CERII OXALAS. 
R. Cerii oxalas...... acenannkned gr. j 
Es MOM... one. asasees sexvsceeel, % BM, 
Et ft. pil. No. 1. 


VIII. PULVIS COLUMB COMPOSITUS. 
RK, Columbar....00cso0eseocsee00 .dr. iv 
Mag. jcarb.....+. reenennanertat, 1 
Zingiberis..... sun ane sovoect. j 
OL. carui, .....00. rere soso, iv M. 
Sig.—A half drachm night and morn- 
ing. 
IX. SYRUPUS CERASI COMPOSITUS, 
R. Morphiz acet.. ... eer or. j 
Syr. acillas ..o0i0s00s 6 wate a OEY 
Syr. prt vitg.....0+00000% oz. ij M. 


Sig.—One drachm three times a day. 
X. SYRUPUS ASSAFG:TIDE. 
R. Tinc. assafcetide...... f. Oz. ss 


XI, SYRUPUS PECTORALIS. 
BR. Syr. reel, ving, 00.00.08. 02, j 
Tinc. Benzoni comp, ... 
Tinc. hyoscyami.....aa f.ozss  M. 
Sig.—A teaspoonful three times a day. 


XH. SYRUPUS ASTHMATICUS. 


R. Syr. scillae....00.00050 f. 02. j 
Tinc. lobeliz......... 
Liq. morph. sul...... aa f. oz. ss M. 


Sig.—A teaspoonful three times a day. 
—Med. and Surg. Rep. 

Gelseminum for Dilatation of Cervix. 
—Dr. Agnew, in Va. Med. Monthly, 
states that Gelseminum proved effica- 
cious in three obstinate cases of rigid 
cervix. He gives ten drops every ten 
minutes until thirty drops are taken. 
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OPIUM POISONING, TREATED BY 
ELECTRICITY AND BELLA- 
DONNA. 


BY MARTIN BURKE, MD., OF NEW YORK CITY. 





I would, with your permission, report 
a very interesting case of opium poison- 
ing cured by electricity and belladonna. 

Late one evening, when returning 
home from a distant visit, I was hurriedly 
addressed by a man who desired me to 
go immediately to see Mr. S., who had 
taken a sufficient quantity of opium to 
destroy life. While I was going for my 
battery, he called upon my friend Dr. 
Hanks, who resides beside me. We 
both hurried to the residence of our pa- 
tient, and found him in a state of coma; 
pupils contracted to the size of a pin’s 
head, and breathing somewhat stertorous. 
His respirations were four a minute ; his 
pulse was slow. His wife stated that he 
had taken the opium about forty-five 
minutes before. Dr. Hanks had mean- 
while sent for a prescription of— 

R. Zinci sulphatis, gr, XXX 

Fluidi extracti ipecacuanhe, dr.iss 
which, having been procured, was im- 
mediately administered. It vomited our 
patient in about three minutes. A. Dr. 
White had meanwhile arrived, and he 
proposed the administration of bella- 
donna; accordingly, about the twenty- 
ourth of a grain of atropia was given 
hypodermically. Another mixture of 
zinc and ipecac was administered. It 
promptly vomited the patient, and, in- 
deed, in the matter ejected we detected 
the smell of opium. A small quantity 
of food was also discovered. 

Our patient was now partially con- 
scious, and although we had introduced 
the tube of a stomach pump into his 
pharynx, he caught it between his teeth, 
and fearing that he would cut it through, 








we removed it. Our patient said he 
wished todie. Hisclothes were dragged 
upon his reluctant limbs, and at half past 
eleven o'clock we commenced to walk 
our would-be suicide. 

I now examined the bottle in which 
he had procured the preparation of 
opium. It was a two-ounce bottle, in 
which remained about a drachm of dark- 
looking fluid. I afterward learned from 
the druggist, to whom Mr. S. was known, 
that he had procured a two-ounce mix- 
ture containing equal parts of tincture 
opii and alcohol; of this only a drachm 
remained. We now administered large 
quantities of strong black coffee, part of" 
which was vomited. At about quarter 
after twelve A.M., another one-twenty- 
fourth grain of atropia was administered, 
subcutaneously. Our patient was now 
conscious, but was unwilling to walk. 
Pupil’s had dilated to almost normal size. 
More coffee was given. MHalf-past one 
o'clock, patient staggered and fell. We 
now proposed electricity, and accord- 
ingly I applied both poles of the battery 
over the situation of the phrenic nerves; 
it caused him to takea prolonged and deep 
inspiration. His respirations, with and 
without electricity, were counted ; with 
electricity, they were about nine per 
minute; without it, seven. 

In order to keep him awake, or to 
awaken him, we occasionally applied the 
poles of the battery to the posterior cer- 
vical nerves, This aroused him at once; 
he raised himself, and endeavored to es- 
cape from this sharp sting. We removed 
the poles, and again he sank into a state 
of coma, At about three o’clock atro- 
pia, grain one-twenty-fourth, was again 
administered. His pupils now became 
normal. We had previous to this never 
permitted our patient to sleep, using only 
electricity; but at four o’clock we per- 
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mitted him to slumber,employing a some- 
what weaker power to the phrenic nerves, 
thereby increasing the depth of the res- 
pirations, and, indeed, their frequency, 
in about the proportion of one to three 
a minute. In lengthening the respira- 
tory force its effect was wonderful. Dr. 
Hanks and I relieved each other, remain- 
ing with our patient until about six 
o'clock. We now could easily arouse 
him, and accordingly it was deemed ad- 


' visable to remove the battery. I should 


state, however, that the patient’s respi- 
ration never, during our treatment, went 
below four, and never, even under the 
influence of electricity, went above ten. 

Mr. S., being of strong physique, re- 
covered rapidly. Three days after he 
attended to his business. —Medical and 
Surgical Reporter. 


SOME FORMS OF DYSPEPSIA: 


Dr. F. Delafield (Ames. Clinical Lec- 
tures, Vol. 2, No. 4,) under the above 
title gives some valuable suggestions: 
(1.) Dyspepsia confined to the stomach 
has the following symptoms, viz.: at- 
tacks of pain and vomiting, coming at 
first at long and then at short intervals 
—the attack always excited by the in- 
gestion of food and the pain ceasing 
when the stomach is emptied. The 
disease lasts for years, and steadily 
grows worse. Medical treatment alle- 
viates the symptoms for longer or shorter 
intervals, but never permanently. 

The most rational and effectual treat- 
ment of these cases is the systematic 
use of the stomach-pump. The pump, 
as arule, is not to be used till three 
hours after a meal of-solid food. The 
patient soon learns to use the pump at 
home. (2.) Dyspepsia due to func- 
tional derangement of the small intes- 


. 


-and food causes no distress. 





tine, the stomach being unaffected. 
Symptoms—pain is the most trouble- 
some and may be referred to any part 
of the abdominal cavity. It is usually 
described as a constant dull pain—has 
no special relation to the ingestion of 
food or its quality, It occurs when the 
stomach is full or empty—whether the 
food is spare and simple or abundant 
and rich. The use of liquor will usu- 
ally stop it fora short time. There may 
be some particular time of the day at 
which the pain comes on with tolerable 
regularity. There may be nausea, but 
not vomiting. Appetite is often good, 
Some cases 
are easily relieved by treatment; others 
prove obstinate. Drugs indicated are, 
cubebs, ipecac, and assafoetida. Horse- 
back riding is often of great service. 


(3.) Dyspepsia from disordered func- 
tion of the liver. Clinically, these 
cases can be divided into two classes: 
(a.) Those of florid complexion and of 
well-developed adipose and muscular 
tissues. (0.) Those of pallid complex- 
ion, spare figure and feeble muscles. 
In the’first class the symptoms are due 
to derangement of those functions of 
the liver which should effect the de- 
structive metamorphosis of albuminoid 
substances, so that patients receive a 
full supply of the nutritious portions of 
the food, but do not get rid of the ex- 
crementitious. In the second class, the 
functions which should assimilate the 
fat and peptones are so disordered that 
the patient is imperfectly nourished. In 
one case the tissues are overmanured, 
but badly drained; in the other, they 
are well enough drained but not ma- 
nurec at all. 


Symptoms of the first class of cases 
are—depression of spirits, liability to 
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attacks of vertigo, bowels more or less 
irregular, urine apt to contain an excess 
of uric acid or of the urates, partial loss 
of memory, an inability to apply the 
mind to business. Treatment—an entire 
abstinence from every kind of alcoholic 
drink; also from tobacco; vigorous 
outdoor muscular exercise; drugs as 
indicated. 

Symptoms of the second class of 
cases — flatulence, headache, curious 
nervous feelings in various parts of the 
body, sleeplessness, hypochondria often, 
irregular action of the heart, pain in the 
precordial region and a dull pain in the 
right hypochondriac region, extending 
to the back and shoulder, constipation, 
emaciation, urine normal usually. Treat- 
ment of this condition is different. Diet 
must be carefully regulated—full and 
nutritious; wines, etc., are often of ser- 
vice ; cream and cod liver oil are some- 
times indicated ; constipation must be 
relieved, nervous symptoms allayed, ap- 
petite improved by the mineral acids, 
exercising in the open air, bathing the 
entire body daily in cold water. 





EUCALYPTUS AS A DISINFEC- 
TANT, ANTISEPTC AND EPI- 
DEMIC REMEDY. 


By A.M. Woopwarp, M.D., Tunkhannock, Pa. 





I propose giving you a little of my 
experience in the use of Eucalyptus. 
About the last of August, 1875, I had 
a case of intermittent fever which qui- 
nine did not touch, from the fact that 
it would not stay in the stomach so long 
as while it was going down, even at the 
intervals between the sweating stage 
and chill. I suppose you will say that 
1 did not prepare the stomach for the 
quinine. The Eucalyptus prepared the 





stomach by antidoting the poison that 
produced the trouble, and the case was 
cured in three days.—no more chills after 
the first fifteen drops of Eucalyptus were 
administered. It proved to be the only 
remedy the stomach would recognize as 
the tool which nature or the vital force 
required to work with in the case, and 
the beauty of it in such cases is, you 
can give it with all certainty without 
regard to stage, or,as the old folks used 
to say, ‘‘idiosyncrasy.”’ You can call it 
anti-periodical in this case, or what you 
please. I only pretend to say, it was 
the specific antidote or remedy for the 
case. 

Cask 2,—‘‘ Facial neuralgia.” Lady, 
aged 65, bilious and sanguine tempera- 
ment; had been troubled by spells for 
several years. All the usual remedies 
failed to even afford relief. From its 
pestodic character I tried Eucalyptus. 
(I should have said that the patient pos- 
sessed an erysipelatous diathesis.) From 
the first fifteen-drop dose, I could see an 
amendment, and in twenty-four hours 
the neuralgia was gone; and at the usual 
time for it to return this fall, it did not 
put in an appearance. There were 
slight symptoms, but two or three doses 
of Eucalyptus were sufficient to set all 
right again. 

Case 3.—As an Antiseptic and Disin- 
fectant. Having a case of retained pla- 
centa at the fourth month, and not being 
called until the odor in the room became 
almost unbearable, I removed what I 
could of the putrid placenta, and or- 
dered vaginal enemas of tepid water, 
adding a little castile soap, and used on 
my hands carbolic and salicylic acid, 
without much effect. I then tried Eu- 
calyptus, which was at once the suffi. 
cient disinfectant. I at once returned 
aid ordered the vaginal enemas changed 
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to Eucalyptus put in alcohol equal parts, 
adding a teaspoonful to one-half pint or 
a pint of tepid water, and use at once, 
the enemas being repeated every three 
hours. Suffice-it to say, the next day 
when I called there was no putrescency 
about the room or bed, although there 
were pieces of the placenta passed at 
several different times after the Euca- 
lyptus was commenced, and the patient 
made a good recovery. 

CasE 4.—Lady, aged 58. General 
erysipelas, with putrid dysenteric pas- 
sages. Case pronounced hopeless by 
others. I gave a dose of Eucalyptus 
(15 drops), followed by veratrum gtt. 
vii, water oz. iv, a teaspoonful to be 
given every half hour until a moisture 
appeared on the skin. The passages 
spoken of occurring every few minutes 
before taking the Eucalyptus, did not 
occur but once after the first fifteen 
drops in twelve hours, and no more 
putrescency. After the first dose I 
prepared fluid extract Eucalyptus dr. ij, 
water oz. iv. Dose, a teaspoonful al- 
ternately with the veratrum. The pa- 
tient made a good recovery. 

CasE 5.—Child aged 8 years. Diph- 
theria, Had been treated three days 
‘* regular,” and one case in same family 
treated ‘‘ regular,” died of same disease. 
Found the child’s mouth black as ink; 
diphtheria coating as thick as one-half 
the length of the uvula; pulse asthenic, 
and breath very putrid. This was the 
only child left in the family, and I con- 
sidered the responsibility, the parents 
being willing to risk the change of doc- 
tors. I made a gargle of tincture Bap- 
tisia dr. j, Eucalyptus dr. iss, water oz. 


iv, to be used, a teaspoonful as a gargle- 


every hour, and one-half teaspoonful 
taken alternately with the gargling. 





Also, tinc. veratrum gtt. v, aconite gtt. 
vij, water oz.iv. M. S, One teaspoon- 
ful every hour. Sharp vinegar applied 
to the throat externally. Was to call 
again next day, but must confess I did 
not care about getting quite there until 
I heard the child was alive, and to my 
astonishment I found the mouth and 
throat as clean and natural in color as I 
could wish; tonsils somewhat swollen, 
but of natural color; pulse full and 
normal. Result, a good recovery.—E£c. 


lectic Med. Jour. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE PHILA- 
DELPHIA COUNTY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


Tre Vice-Presipent, Dr. Bengamin Les, in 
the Chair. 





At a conversational meeting, held 
Arpil 26, 1876, after the reading of Dr. 
Taylor’s paper, for which a vote of 
thanks was tendered to the author, the 
subject of the “Influence of Maternal 
Impressions ” was discussed. 

Dr. Wm. Goodell thought that there 
is more truth in the popular belief than 
physicians are willing to concede. He 
had noticed, however, of late, a growing 
disposition on the part of scientific men 
to treat the subject with more consider- 
ation. Asa matter of fact, the sperma- 
tozoon, a microscopic cell, is capable of 
transmitting and reproducing paternal 
traits, both mental and physical. Hence 
it would seem highly probable that the 
mother, who contributes so much to the 
structure of the new being, would be 
more likely to impress upon it her domi- 
nant traits during its plastic stage, and 
that unusual excitement or agitation on 
her part during this period would be 
exceedingly liable to disturb the devel 
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opment of the foetus, The following 
case is one in point: He was called to 
attend a lady, whose husband (a physi- 
cian) was possessed with the idea that 
the child would be born with some de- 
formity of the genital organs. This, in- 
deed, Dr. C. found to be the case, for at 
the birth the foreskin was entirely want- 
ing, and the glans encircled by a ring of 
granulations, presenting the appearance 
of a recent circumcision, This occur- 
rence was attributed to the fact that the 
mother, during early pregnancy, had 
taken extraordinary interest in a descrip- 
tion of this Hebrew rite, which her hus- 


band had been invited to witness in a 


neighbor's child. Among the Jews, 
children are not infrequently born cir- 
cumcised; and this curious fact is not to 
be explained by the law of heredity 
alone. 

Dr. J. 8S. Eshleman said that there 
was undoubtedly a germ of truth in the 
popular belief, but he always endeavor- 
ed to explain away such morbid im- 
pressions, when they existed, for the 
sake of the mother, whose health might 
be affected by dwelling on them. 

The following case in Dr. E.’s prac- 
tice appeared at first to strongly confirm 
the opinion that maternal impressions 
may affect the development of the foetus: 
An Irish woman was firmly convinced 
that her child would be born with a tu- 
mor “on its seat,” because some one 
had described such a congenital growth 
in her presence. At the birth a large 
prominence was discovered in the child’s 
perineum to confirm her impression, 
This tumor was subsequently removed 
by Prof. Gross, who pronounced it a 
foetal cyst, due to a germ that had been 
blighted in its development. If the na- 
ture of the growth had not been demon- 


strated, this case would have been con- 
2 





firmation strong ; but it would be diffi- 
cult to see how a mental impression on 
the mother could be powerful enough to 
introduce into the uterine cavity the 
germ of another child. 

Dr. John G. Stetler said that it was 
an acknowledged physiological law that 
the first pregnancy influenced subsequent 
conceptions, but thought that it acted 
locally through the impression on the 
uterine tissues probably, rather than by 


means of the nervous system.—Med. 
Times. 


THE TREATMENT OF ALBUMI- 
NURIA, 


Dr. T. Lauder Brunton, editor of the 
Practitioner, says, in an article on albu- 
minuria, that its symptoms are those of 
anemia, viz., a pale and pasty complex- 
ion of the patient, who, on inquiry, tells 
you that he is weak, that he is short of 
breath, and suffers from dyspepsia and 
nervous weakness; that you may ob- 
serve cedema of the legs, and you find 
albumen in the urine, 

The causation of albuminuria must be 
distinguished as: 

1. Spurious albuminuria due to white 
of egg. 

2. True albuminuria, in which serum 
albumen appears in the urine, and which 
is due to venous congestion or disease 
of the tubules. 

The first indication for treatment, then, 
is, remove the venous obstruction ifyou 
can. The second is, lessen the flow of 
blood to the kidneys by drawing some 
of it elsewhere. 

The venous obstruction depending on 
pregnancy will cease atthe time of par- 
turition, but it may be diminished by the 
prone position, while that depending on 
cardiac disease may be lessened by the 
use of such drugs as digitalis, which 
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causes the heart to contract more forci- 
bly, and by thvs diminishing its orifices 
may render its valves once more com- 
petent. 

The second indication is fulfilled by 
warm clothing, warm baths, and diapho- 
retics, which draw the blood to the skin, 
and by purgatives, which cause a greater 
flow of it towards the intestines. 

The third indication is to lessen the 
anzmia which results from the drain of 
albumen, and of itself produces so many 
distressing symptoms and injurious ef- 
fects. 

This indication is fulfilled by the ad. 
ministration of iron, which increases the 
number of blood corpuscles, and at the 
same time diminishes the loss of albumen 
through the kidney. I will not at pres- 
ent attempt to explain how it acts, for 
this is matter of supposition, and others 
may be prepared with a more probable 
hypothesis than I can offer.—Med. and 
Surg. Rept. 


A SUCCESSFUL CASE OF AMPU- 
TATION OF THE THIGH TREA- 
TED ANTISEPTICALLY. 


By Lewis A. Stimson, M.D., Surgeon to Presbyte-~ 
rian Hospital, New York. 





W , ov years old, was admitted 
to the Presbyterian Hospital 13th No- 
vember, 1876, for a central osteo-sar- 
coma occupying the lower half of the 
left femur, Amputation was performed 
November 2lst, as follows, Drs. Van 
Buren, Detmold, Keyes, and the resi- 
dent staff of the hospital assisting : 

A medium-sized Lister’s spray-produ- 
cer, supplied with a five per cent. solu- 
tion of carbolic acid, was so placed that 
its spray would fall directly upon the cut 
surface. The thigh was washed with a 

















21 per cent. solution of carbolic acid, 
and the instruments placed in a basin 
supplied with the same. The antero- 
posterior flap operation through the up- 
per part of the middle third was per- 
formed, as Esmarch’s bandage having 
been applied to the leg, and a tourniquet 
to the femoral artery. The anterior 
flap, cut rather short on account of the 
proximity of the tumor, was made from 
without inwards, the posterior one by 
transfixion, The artery was found high 
up in the posterior flap, and a carbolized 
catgut ligature applied, both ends of 
which were cut short. All other bleed- 
ing points, about fifteen in number, 
were secured in the same manner. 

It had not been thought prudent to 
carry the elastic bandage over the tus 
mor itself, and the flow of blood from 
the enlarged distal veins was, therefore, 
considerable; but the arterial supply 
was controlled so effectually by Dr. Van 
Buren, that little or no blood was lost 
from the upper side. The sciatic nerve 
was dissected out and cut off high up, 
so as to save it from becoming imbedded 
in the cicatrix in case primary union 
should not be obtained. A carbolized 
drainage tube, to provide for the ready 
escape of the first flow of serum, was 
placed across the bottom of the wound, 
and the edges of the latter then brought 
together with silk sutures prepared with 
carbolized beeswax (about one to five). 
A strip of ‘‘protective” was laid along 
the wound, the end of the stump cov- 
ered with a square piece of muslin 
dipped in the carbolic solution, and 
eight thicknesses of carbolized guaze, 
prepared by Caswell & Hazard, but 
identical with that made in Edinburgh, 
placed over all and bound down with a 
roller bandage. A dram of brandy was 
given hypodermically, and the patient 






m= @ COO = eR eet mH om rm lm 


a SF & 


en 
tic 
th 
Ne 
sin 


bin 
O- 


p- 


ng 
et 
‘ior 
the 
om 


igh 
zed 

of 
ed- 
er, 


ith 


ng 
OVv- 
slin 
ind 
ze, 
put 
> 

ha 
vas 
ent 


TU 





placed in bed and surrounded with hot- 
water bottles. 

The schock of the operation was con- 
siderable, and the temperature fel] that 
evening below 97 deg.; but the next 
day the patient had reacted finely, and 
since then he has eaten and slept better 
than for months previously, and has 
suffered no pain. Before the operation 
his general condition was bad, his appe- 
tite poor, his tongue red and glazed; 
his temperature rose from 14 to 2} de- 
grees every afternoon, and the pain, 
especially at night, was very severe, 
The preparatory treatment consisted of 
careful nourishment and tonic doses of 
mercury, in accordance with the facts 
recently established by Dr. Keyes. 

During the first twelve days following 
the operation his temperature never rose 
above 993 deg.; on the thirteenth day 
it rose to 100} deg., returning on the 
fifteenth to 98}, an excursion due appa- 
rently to the appearance of a large car- 
buncle over the sacrum, 

Two weeks after the operation, the 
entire wound had united by first inten- 
tion, except at the outer angle, where 
the drainage tube had been maintained. 
No bare bone could be felt, and the 
sinus was not more than 14 inches deep. 
All the sutures had been removed, and 
it is worthy of remark that, although 
some were left in place fourteen days, 
there was no suppuration about them. 
On the tenth day the patient was able 
to sit up, and on the fifteenth to walk 
with crutches. 


The dressing was renewed the day 
after the operation and every second 
day thereafter for ten days, always un- 
der the spray, a frequency which was 
due to my desire to run no risks, and 
not to the amount of discharge, of 











which, if we except the first flow of 
serum, there has been scarcely half an 
ounce all told.—W. Y. Med. Ree. 





NERVE STRETCHING IN TETA- 
NUS, 


G. W. Callender, Surgeon to St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Hospital, in Zhe Lancet, ad- 
vocates the treatment of tetanus by nerve 
stretching. He writes: 

I am glad to hear that, quite recently, 
M. Verneuil has had under his care, in 
La Pitie, a case which he will, I hope, 
shortly publish. 

A man had suffered from a severe 
crush of the hand, and, following this, 
showed the symptoms of tetanus. Mr, 
Verncuil exposed the median nerve at 
the elbow, andthe ulner at the wrist, 
and proceeded to exercise traction on 
them. The patient recovered completely. 

I hope this note may lead to a further 
trial of this method of treatment. The 
operation is not asevere one. The nerve 
is exposed and stretched, when freed 
from its surroundings, by traction with 
an ordinary vulsellum, from its central 
counections. No harm is likely to be 
sustained as a consequence. There is 
now abundant evidence, in the cases re- 
ported by Billroth, Nussbaum, and my- 
self, of the tolerance with which nerves 
submit to forcible stretching, so far as 
the after-performance of their functions 
is concerned. In view of the unsatis- 
factory results of the treatment of trau- 
matic tetanus as at present conducted, 
there is full justification for the perfor- 
mance of the operation as, at least, a 
last resource, although I should myself 
advocate its trial, as in the case under 
the care of M. Verneuil, as soon as the 
signs of the disease are distinctly recog- 
nized. 
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EXAMINATION OF ‘PAIN-KIL- 
LERS.” 

Jos. J. Pierron, Ph. C.,in the Peninsular 
Journal of Medicine, gives the following 
abstract of a report on file in the Michi- 
gan University School of Pharmacy: 

Perry Davis’ Pain Killer. Ina bottle 
sold for a dollar: 

Spirit of camphor, about... ...fl.oz.ij ; 


Tinct. of capsicum, about.....fl.oz.i; 
I cavikcknwskenctcinnccsncenensl OZ.SS} 
BRIE ss sscnssnsservcorsonnncenes fl.oz. iij ; 


Myrrh and color. 


Radway’s Ready Relief. In a half- 


dollar bottle: 


Soap liniment, about......... fl.oz.iss ; 
Tinct. of capsicum......+ -fl.02.S5 ; 
Water of ammonia........0+0. fl.0z.ss; 
Pe icrscniiniaxdenmnccesel fl.oz.ss. 


Flagg’s Relief. Ina bottle sold for 
half a dollar: 


Oil of cloves, about......... fl.dr.i; 
EOF GRSRAEINS, o0000000n cere fl.dr. ij ; 
Spirit of camphor, ....see«s.. fl. 0z. iss, 


Chamberlain's Relief. Inabottle sold 
for thirty-five cents (approximately) : 


Tinct. of capsicum......0. ... fl.0z.i; 

Spirit of camphor,...........-. fl.oz.3; 

NR) i Stintescds -anvannnsenneedl floz.4; 

Color ‘tincture, to make two fluid 
ounces, 


Hamhn’s Wizard Oil. In a bottle 
sold for a dollar there are (in approxi- 
mate proportion) : 


Spirit of camphor............ fl.oz.i; 

Spirit of ammonia..........+. fl.oz. ss ; 
enn fl.oz. ss; 
OOF GROVES, sevssswsessesesest fl. dr. ij ; 
ee fl.oz.ss ; 
Oil of turpentine.............. fl.0z.ss ; 
Alcohol, to make about five fluid 

ounces, 





Kellogg’s Red Drops. A bottle, sold 
for half a dollar, contains (in approxi- 
mate quantities) : 


Spirit of camphor, ........+00 fl.oz. ij; 
Spirit of origanam......+.+.-. fl.oz.45 
Oil of sassafras.......sessseee. fl.oz.4; 
Oil of turpentine...........ee fl.0z.ss; 


Color tincture, to make three anda 
fourth fluid ounces. 
—Loutsville Medical News. 





Epilepsy.—Dr. A. McLane Hamilton, 
Physician to Epileptic Hospital, Black- 
well’s Island, in an interesting paper on 
Epilepsy in the Chicago Medical Journal, 
urges the neeessity for discovering the 
exciting cause in this obstinate and 
troublesome affection. He affirms that 
the causes are not so frequently idio- 
pathic as we are want to suppose. The 
treatment has been too empirical and 
routine, and that greater care in seeking 
the causes, and detecting the varied and 
delicate shades in epilepsy, would lead 
to better results in treatment. Keflex 
causes are at the root of many cases— 
among them uterine and ovarian irrita- 
tion are frequent causes, and in children 
the organs of digestion, etc. 

In syphilitic epilepsy pain precedes 
the attack. It is generally curable. 

The leading indications in treating 
epilepsy are— 

1. Removal of exciting cause, if pos- 


sible. 
2. The diminution of exaggerated re- 


flex susceptibility of the medulla. 
3. Equalization of cranial circulation. 
4, Abortion of paroxysms. 
5. Improvement of general condition. 
The remedies mentioned are the bro- 
mides, belladonna, digitalis, strychnine, 
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ergot, arsenic, amy] nitrite, tri-nitro-gly- 
cerin, cod liver oil. 

The bromides are frequently given to 
excess, producing prolonged bromism. 
He has had best results from sixty grains 
in twenty-four hours, and smaller quan- 
tities may suffice in some cases. 


Belladonna is particularly adapted to 
cases where there are centers of irrita- 
tion, as in gastric epilepsy, having the 
property of blunting reflex susceptibility. 

Ergot controls the cranial circulation, 
and diminishes congestion at the floor 
of the first ventrical. 


Arsenic is excellent for its anti-peri- 
odic and alterative action, 


Digitalis is useful when there is irreg- 
ularity of the heart’s action, sluggish cir- 
culation, etc. 

Amyl nitrite and_ tri-nitro-glycerin 
produce congestion of the brain, and are 
useful in cases where there is cerebral 
anzema. 

The latter is as powerful a medicinal 
agent, as it is explosive. A tenth part 
of adrop touched to the tongue. pro- 
duces rapid cerebral hyperdemia. An 
alcoholic solution is not explosive. One 
drop may be dissolved in ten drops of 
alcohol, and this again diluted, so that 
a dose of ten drops will contain one- 
tenth of a drop of the remedy. 


Post Partem Hemorrhage. —Dr. Hern- 
don, inthe Virginia Medical Monthly, re- 
ports a case of post partem hemorrhage 
wherein, having failed with all the usual 
remedies, he succeeded by injecting dr. 
vj tincture of iodine into the uterus. 
The long nozzle of a syringe was intro- 
duced for this purpose, up to the fundus 
uteri. The contraction of the uterus 
was immediate and permanent, and the 
hemorrhage effectively suppressed. 





Atropia as an Antidote to Hydrocyanic 
Acid. Jackson, (Druggists’ Circulan 
January, 1876.)—In experimenting on 
dogs, Dr. J. says: Sulphate of atropia, 
in doses of one-fourth of a grain to one 
grain, injected under the skin, gave 
prompt relief in every case, even when 
large doses of the acid had been given. 
When the two poisons are administered 
at the same time none of the effects of 
prussic acid are developed; but if as 
much asa grain of sulphate of atropia 
be injected, all the symptoms of atropia 
poisoning are observed, In some in- 
stances the antidote was withheld until 
the animal would fall down, and the res- 
pirations would be as few as six per 
minute, the dog being unconscious, then 
one-fourth grain of the antidote would 
relieve him immediately. L&E 

Bromohydrate of Quinine.—The bro- 
mohydrate of quinine contains more of 
the alkaloid than the sulphate, and yet 
produces less cinchonism, the result, 
doubtless, of the soothing or hypnotic 
properties of the bromine in combina- 
tion. It is well adapted to nervous or 
irritable subjects, particularly to females 
suffering with dysmenorrhcea, neuralgia, 
or headache attended with cerebral hy— 
perdcemea. The dose is five to fifteen 
grains in pill or hypodermically. 

Hip Joint Amputation.—Two success- 
ful cases of amputation at the hip joint 
are reported in December number of the 
N. Y. Medical Journal, by Dr. Erskine 


Mason. 
The circular method was adopted in 


both cases. Esmarch’s elastic bandage 
was applied upon the limb at the point 
of section, and the abdominal tourniquet 
was applied to compress the aorta. 
They are the first instances of the use 
of Esmarch’s bandage in this operation. 
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The tourniquet used was the one 
known as May’s modification of Signo- 
roin’s. It was shown that the compress- 
ing pad in this instrument is too large. 
Hence, the one which bears the name 
of Lister is thought better. The com- 
pression of the pad in one case was 
followed by peritonitis, yet the case 
recovered. 

When the great mortality which has 
been heretofore reported of this opera- 
tion is considered, the favorable result 
must be largely due to the great saving 
of blood in the method here practiced. 

Hyposulphite of Soda.—The rapidity 
with which new agents are introduced, 
experimented with, lauded for a brief 
space for wonderful power, and hastily 
thrown aside, is well illustrated in the 
case of the hyposulphite of soda, which 
a few years ago was thrust forward and 
greatly extolled, and is now scarcely 
heard of. And yet we are satisfied it 
should not be so, as we believe that it 
is a very valuable agent. 

It is particularly useful in obstinate 
eruptive diseases. A solution of one 
drachm to the ounce of water, locally 
applied, constitutes a pleasant and most 
effectual remedy for scabies, relieving 
very obstinate cases in a few days, 

The same solution is very efficacious 
as a topical application in diphtheria. In 
apthous ulcerations and other forms of 
sore mouth, it is admirable. 


Salicylate of Soda.—This salt is re- 
garded as a powerful febrifuge. It re- 
duces the temperature in fevers with great 
certainty and uniformity. Acts finely in 
rheumatic fever, and though not proven 
to possess strong anti-periodic properties, 
will, in all probability, be found a pow- 
erful auxiliary to quinine in the treat- 
ment of malarial affections. 





Visical Disturbances from Diphtheria.— 
Prof. Seely read a paper before the 
Cincinnati Academy of Medicine, in re- 
gard to disturbances of vision during 
convalescence from diphtheria. 

‘‘The phenomena, subjective and 
objective, usually are: inability to read 
fine print, fatigue of the eyes, double 
vision, vertigo and squint.” 

These symptoms are attributed to in- 
flammatory action in the periphery of the 
optic nerve at its entrance into the eye- 
ball, resulting from diphtheritic poison: 
In acase which was somewhat anemic, 
repeated dry cupping to the temples, 
and the administration of the mur. tinc. 
of iron was followed by relief. 


Scarlatinal Albuminaria.—Dr. Bell, in 
Transactions of the Pennsylvania Medical 
Soctety, says that in scarlatinal albumi- 
naria he has found the following pre- 
scription superior to all other remedies: 
R. Scoparius, (the tops,) 0z.ss ; 

Water, . ojss. 

Boil down to one pint, and give one 
to two tablespoonsful every four to six 
hours. 


Petroleum in Cutaneous Affections —-The 
following ointment has been found highly 
efficacious in cutaneous affections, par- 
ticularly in porigo and other parasitic 
diseases of the scalp: 


Ris FOUR, c000020. 000000 ORI 
Lard, (melted, ).........00 OSS ; 
Oil of lavender,.. ......... gtt.xv 3; 


M. and stir at a gentle warmth until 
thoroughly blended. 

It is destructive to vermin, and is well 
adapted to the cure of mange of dogs, 
swine or other animals. In the human 
subject it may be applied twice a day, 
the part being first cleansed with castile 
soap and warm water. 
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Salicylate of Soda as an Antipyretic.— 


’ Dr. Nathan (Deut. Zeit. fur Prakt. 


Med.—London Medical Record, May 15, 
1876) has used this remedy in twelve 
cases, viz: nine of enteric fever, one of 
phthisis, one of osteomyelitis of both 


tibiae, and one of subperiosteal resec- 
- tion of the femur. 


In all cases the tem- 
perature, which was excessively high, 


was reduced by salicylate of soda. The 


best antipyretic action was obtained 
by large doses often repeated -— two 
drachms, repeated in two hours until an 
effect was produced. After the tempera- 
ture had become normal, smaller doses 
prevented the further rise of tempera- 
ture. The remedy is given in water, 
one part to four or five. Asan antipy- 
retic he regards the salicylate of soda 
as preferable to quinine, digitalis, and 
veratria.—Detroit Rev. Med. 

ACUTE RHEUMATISM TREATED BY 
SALICIN.—Dr. T. McLagan (London 
Lancet) reports eight carefully observed 
cases of rheumatism treated by salicin. 
From these he concludes: 

1. We have in salicin a valuable rem- 
edy in the treatment of acute rheumat- 
ism. 

2. The more acute the case, the more 
marked the benefit produced. 

3. In acute cases, its beneficial action 
is generally apparent within twenty- 
four—always within forty-eight—hours 
of its administration in sufficient dose. 

4. Given thus at the commencement 
of the attack, it seems sometimes to 
arrest the course of the malady as 
effectively as quinine cures an ague, or 
ipecacuanha a dysentery. 

5. The relief of pain is always one of 
the earliest effects produced. 

6. In acute cases, relief of pain and a 
full temperature generally occur simul: 
taneously. 





7. In sub-acute cases, the pain is 
sometimes decidedly relieved before 
the temperature begins to fall. This is 
especially the case when, as is frequently 
observed in those of nervous tompera- 
ment, the pain is proportionally greater 
than the abnormal rise of temperature 

8. In chronic rheumatism, salicin 
sometimes does good where other rem- 
edies fail, but it also sometimes fails 
where others do good.—Detroit Rev. 
Med. 

Chronic Dysentery—Cured by Topical 
Treatment.— Dr. T. G. Thomas (New 
York Medical Fournal, January 1876) 
reports a case of chronic dysentery of 
five years’ standing cured by three ap- 
plications of nitric acid to the ulcerated 
rectum. The patiert was anesthetized— 
placed in the left lateral position, and 
after stretching the sphincter ani by the 
finger, a long duck-bill speculum was 
introduced. This was held by the nurse, 
exactly as in vaginal examinations, 
while by a depressor the anterior rectal 
wall was pressed downwards. The 
whole rectal canal was now exposed, to 
the sigmoid flexure. By syringe it was 
cleansed of all faecal matters. Through- 
out its whole extent the exposed intes¢ 
tine was seen swollen, cedematous, 
hanging in hemorrhoidal masses studded 
with deep ulcers, having grayish bottoms. 
It was greatly engorged and presented 
that deep red, almost violet hue, which 
is seen in the throat in cases of diphthe- 
ria. By cotton on a rod, nitric acid was 
lightly applied to the ulce:s and swollen 
mucous membrane. After the third 
application, within a period of one 
month the patient was entirely weil— 
Detroit Rev. Med. 

Torsion—Its Advantages over Ligature 
in Arresting Hemorrhage—M. Tillaux, 
in a lecture at a Paris hospital (Bri. 
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Med. YFour., May 20, 1876) stated that 
he had for five years used torsion for all 
arteries, large or small. He believed 
that torsion is applicable to all arteries, 
especially the larger ones. A single 
pair of forceps is sufficient, and not two 
pairs, as employed in England and else- 
where, The artery should be seized 
obliquely and not longitudinally, and in 
such a manner that the three coats, in 
their entire breadth, should be included 
in their grip. The torsion, or twisting, 
should then be practiced until the por- 
tion seized becomes detached. Torsion 
is applicable to atheromatous, or in- 
flamed arteries, as well as arteries ina 


‘healthy condition. 


Torsion favors union by the first in- 
tention, owing to the absence of a for- 
eign body, as in the case of ligatures. 
Like ligatures, torsion prevents primary 
hemorrhage; but it acts more ef- 
fectually in preventing secondary hem- 
orrhage. M. Tillaux asserts that, al- 
though he has employed torsion in 
about a hundred cases of capital opera- 
tions, he has never had a single case of 
primary or secondary hemorrhage. 

One of the attending surgeons to the 
Philadelphia hospital has for many years 
used torsion exclusively, with, on the 
whole, excellent success. He has de- 
vised an ingenious apparatus for twist- 
sng arteries —Detroit Med. Rev. 


Lister's Autiseptic Method in Ovari- 
otomy.—Lister’s antiseptic method in 
which carbolic spray and carbolized liga- 
tures, etc., are used in operations, is at- 
tracting much attention in certain of the 
Northern hospitals. Dr. J. Marion Sims, 
N. Y., reports a case of Ovariotomy suc- 
cessfully treated by this method. Dr. 
Sass was invited to use his apparatus for 
the application of the carbolic spray. 
The following account of the operation 





we find in the Medical Record, of New 
York: 

The operation was done on Thursday, 
the 23d November last. I am particular 
in fixing the date, because I believe it 
inaugurates a new departure in ovari- 
otomy. 

Dr. Sass directed the spray, which 
covered the seat of operation with a del- 
icate carbolic mist. The hands, sponges, 
and instruments were all dipped in car- 
bolic water. The operation and dress- 
ing lasted forty minutes, the spray being 
kept up all the time. It could have 
been continued two hours, if necessary. 
There were no adhesions. The peri- 
toneal cavity contained six or eight 
ounces of areddish serum. The peri- 
toneal membrane was everywhere deep- 
ly congested. This fact explains the 
presence of reddish serum, and the pre- 
vious attack of peritonitis. 

The pedicle was very short, and at 
least three inches broad. It was tied in 
three sections with strong twine, and 
drawn out and fixed in the lower angle 
of the wound, clamp-fashion. 

The external incisicn was closed by 
sutures, anda carbolized dressing ap- 
plied. 

The pulse never rose above 90, nor 
the temperature over 101. 

Convalescence was fully assured in 
forty-eight hours, and the patient is now 
quite well, The tumor was polycystic, 
on right side, and weighed fifteen 
pounds. 

I hasten to lay this case before the 
profession merely to urge the adption 
of Lister’s antiseptic method in ovari- 
otomy, which, I am sure, will prove as 
valuable in this operation as it has in 
general surgery. 

Dr. Sass’s apparatus answered its pur- 
pose admirably, and I think he has ren- 
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dered us a great service in bringing it 
before the profession at this time. 


India-Rubber Solution in Psoriasis.— 
In the London Lancet we find a case of 
Psoriasis treated with india-rubber so- 
lution as follows: 


A young woman, nineteen years of 
age, was admitted to the hospital on 
March 8th. She was of strumous ap- 
pearance, but otherwise in fair health. 
Heraffection had existed from childhood 
with varying degree of intensity, some- 


times leaving her aimost free, but with | 


ever-recurring exascerbations. On ad- 
mission her condition was as tollows: 
Irregular patches, averaging about an 
inch and a half in diameter, were scat- 
tered over the body, and more thickly 
on the outer aspect of the limbs, and 
especially about the elbows and knees, 
extending over the wrists and hands. 
These patches had a base of inflamed 
and thickened cutis, overlying and firmly 
adherent to which were hard and dry 
crusts, the results of hyperplastic action 
of cuticular elements of the usual psori- 
asis type, in places exceeding the eighth 
of an inch in thickness, most abundantly 
developed around the elbows and knees. 
These crusts having been removed, to 
one side of the body and corresponding 
limbs the india-rubber solution was ap- 
plied, while, to gain a comparative re- 
sult, the other side was treated with 
mercurial and tar compounds. The 
affected places, on the side to which the 
india-rubber solution was used, at the 
end of three weeks became mere red 
markings, having losi in great measur: 


their thickened bases, with but little | 


tendency to the formation of scales re- 
maining, while on the opposite side they 
continued to be produced, though with 
lessened activity, the inflammatory con- 











dition persisting. The india-rubber so- 
lution was then applied to the whole of 
the patches. She was discharged on 
May 3rd with only red stains to mark 
the former sites of the disease. The 
usual constitutional treatment was pur- 


sued. 
In many of my other cases also one 


side or limb has in like manner been 
treated with these impermeable cover- 
ings, the corresponding parts receiving 
the more ordinary applications to allow 


of compaiison of their actions. 
The same local treatment is applicable 


also to some conditions of chronic 
eczema, but I have not as yet brought 
my experiments in that direction to a 
conclusion. 

The solution is thus prepared: 


R-inlia-RuBper.. .cccecscccccess OZ. SS. 
Chloroform...... 


It is not adapted to acute cases. 

Dropsical Effusions.—Dr. Chas. Burr, 
of carbondale, Pa., tells us in the Penn. 
sylvania State 7ansactions, that he used 
to feel quite uncertain when called to a 
case of dropsy, but now he ‘‘can smile 
and promise a speedy cure.” The rea- 
son of this change is his adopting in all 
such cases the following prescription ; 

R. Infus, digitalis ..... f,0z. iv. 
Potasse acetatis......0z.ss. M. 

Dose—For an adult a tablespoonful, 
for a child a teaspoonful, every two 
hours. 

If this prescription will exercise gen 
erally so happy an effect on physician 
and patient, our readers will thank us 
for reproducing it.—Med. and Surg. 


Rep. 
We have used the cremor tartar with 
digitalis with similar results. w. 


Insect Destroyer.—Take of quick lime 
four parts, sulphur one part. Break the 
lime into small pieces, mix the sulphur 
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with it in an iron vessel, close as soon 
as the water is poured on. 

This is a good whitewash for orchard 
trees, and is a preventive to mildew, 
blight, and all species of insects. 


Nasal Catanh.—The following pre- 
scription we extract from a newspaper, 
as having cured five obstinate cases of 
nasal catarrh : 

Ist R. Sulphate magnesia.......... 02. ij 
PEO WI ic vse es ccvsrsesesens Oj 

M. S.—Take one teaspoonful before 

breakfast, as a blood purifier, 


2d R. Tanic acid.............++ gr. XV 
Glycerin, 
Aque distil..........+.+ aa OZ. j 


M. S.—Sniffle a teaspoonful up the 
nostrils and into the throat frequently 
persevering until a cure follows. 


Exophthalmic Goitre—The following 
case of this singular affection we extract 
from the Loudon Lancet: 


Case 1.—B. S , aged twenty-two, 
a domestic servant, was admitted as an 
in-patient at the Stafford General In- 
firmary on Jan. 28th, 1876. 





Family jistory.—Father and mother 
both alive, and enjoying good health. 
She has several brothers and sisters, and 
they are, and always have been, healthy. 
No evidence of any hereditary com- 
plaint whatever. 


Previous history.--ln the month of 
May last year, whilst feeling in every 
way in her usual health, she noticed 
that her eyes appeared more prominent 
than usual. This prominence kept grad- 
ually increasing, and a month or two 
afterwards she discovered a swelling on 
the right side of the neck, midway be- 
tween the jaw and the collar bone. 
About the time she observed the swell- 


ing in the neck she began to be troubled 
| with palpitations and shortness of breath; 
| her menstration also became both scanty 
| and irregular; her appetite failed: she 
| lost both flesh and strength, becoming 
| tired and exhausted by the least exer- 
tion. All her symptoms gradually in- 
creased in severity, and she became an 
in-patient at the infirmary on the date 
already mentioned. 


Condition on admission.—-The first thing 
that attracted attention was the strange 
and enormous prominence of the eyes; 
these appeared as if being fairly pushed 
out of their sockets. The next feature 
observed was a very considerable swell- 
ing of the thyroid gland, the swelling 
being much greater on the right than on 
the left side of the neck, extending in- 
deed from the right side right across 
the trachea to the left side, where it was 
not so large, She complained 
of no pain, said her bowels were reg- 
ular, but that she had not menstrated 
for some months previously. Tem- 
perature perfectly natural; urine nat- 
ural; appetite uncertain. She said she 
had lost much flesh, and that she was 
easily fatigued. She did not admit 
that she had suffered from any emotional 
excitement either before her illness, or 
since it commenced. Her eyesight was 
in no way affected; objects either near 
or distant were seen with great clearness. 
An ophthalmoscopic examination did 
not discover any unnatural condition ; 
the disc was particularly clear and dis- 
tinct. 


Treatment.—As she had an anemic 
appearance, she had given to her small 
doses of iron, and with the view of mod. 
ifying and regulating the heart’s action, 
tolerable large doses of digitalis were 








administered three times a day. The 
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bowels, which were rather prone to be 
constipated, were kept regular with the 
aid of medicine. She was allowed a 
liberal diet, and, whenever the weather 
would admit of it, she took exercise in 
the open air. 

During the time she was in the in 
firmary her general health improved 
considerably, but the prominent symp- 
toms were but little if any relieved. 


The Internal Administration of Chloro- 
form.—M. Jaillard,a French army phar- 
macten, after alluding to the difficulties 
that occur in the internal administration 
of chloroform, states that the following 
simple procedure is by far the best: The 
prescribed quantity of chloroform should 
be poured into from 100 to 120 grammes 
of milk (which may be either pure, or 
sweetened and aromatized with a few 
drops of cherry-laurel water), and then 
briskly stirred. The chloroform, in this 
way, becomes easily divided into an in- 
finity of minute globules, exactly re- 
sembling in appearance the fat globules 
which exist in the milk, in the midst of 
which they remain suspended for an in- 
definite period. —J/ed. and Surg. Rep. 


Poisoning by Gunanthe Crocata.—Dr. 


_ Foss relates nine cases of poisoning in 


children by this plant. The root was 
the portion eaten by the victims. It is 
said to have a sweet taste, which is soon 
followed by a sharp, pungent sensation. 
The plant is called the five-fingered root, 
and is used very frequently in some parts 
as a dressing in severe cases of whitlow. 
The symptoms of the poisoning were 
similar in all the cases. Fifteen minutes 
after eating the root they all became un- 
conscious, and had convulsions at inter- 
vals of half a minute between each. 
The pupils of the eye were widely 
dilated, the eyes were fixed and never 








moved, and the retinz were insensible 
to light. There was no paralysis, reflex 
excitability, or any tendency to vomit- 
ing or purging. The pulse, at the be- 
ginning of the attack in each case was 
about 100, but for several hours before 
death were imperceptible. Post mortem 
examination showed the left side of the 
heart to be filled with clotted blood, and 
the right side to beempty. Both lungs 
were congested, and upon section dark 
blood and frothy corruption oozed out. 
The blood-vessels of the membranes of 
the brain were congested with black 
blood, and so the substance of the cere- 
brum and cerebellum.—TZhe Practitioner, 
October, 1876. 


Simple Method of extracting Foreign 
Bodies from the C:sophagus.—Dr. Ed- 
mond Le Bele proposes the following 
means, by which, on two occasions, in 
the same individual, he extracted large 
bones from the cesophagus: A piece of 
iron wire, of mediura thickness and 
about two feet in length, is bent on itself 
in the middle so as to form asmall loop, 
in the form of a crochet, the size and 
shape of which will correspond to the 
form and volume of the foreign body ; 
the extremity, which rests in the hand 
of the operator, is likewise bent in such 
a manner that traction can be exerted ; 
finally, the whole wire is bent so as to 
correspond to the  bucco-pharyngeal 
curve. The patient being placed in a 
convenient position, the head is fixed 
by the left hand of the surgeon, while 
the right introduces the wire into the 
cesophagus, keeping it along the poste- 
rior wall until it reaches the foreign 
body, when the movement of degluti- 
tion by the patient will often suffice to 
place the crochet on the inferior surface 
of the foreign body. As the metallic 
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wire does not take up much room in the 
patieat’s throat, it impedes the breath- 
ing less than the bulky instruments usu- 
ally employed, which may also injure 
the epiglottis.—Rev. de Therap.— Lull. 
ae la Soc. de la Sarthe. 

Warm Water Injections in Dysentery. 
—Dr. J. J. Keed, in Mew York Medical 
Journal, claims fine success in dysentery 
by the use of warm water injections of 
the temperature of 100° to 110°, as fol- 
lows: ‘‘The method of administration 
is quite simple, and does not require the 
services of a skilled nurse, or expensive 
apparatus, 

‘* The hips of the patient are slightly 
raised, by means of a pillow, and a ba- 
sin of water of the requisite temperature 
is placed in the bed so as to allow the 
nates to rest on the edge of the vessel. 
The vaginal nozzle of a Davidson’s syr- 
inge is then introduced into the rectum, 
and alongside of it the rectal smaller 
nozzle. A current of water is then kept 
up for ten minutes, the water passing 
through the vaginal nozzle into the rec- 
tum, and returning by a steady stream 
through the smaller one into the basin, 
without causing any inconvenience to 
the patient. If the disease is extensive, 
and the colon involved fora considerable 
distance, a long rectal pipe may be em- 
ployed instead of the vaginal nozzle. 

‘‘The immediate effect on the patient is 
one of comfort, which lasts for about an 


hour. 
‘* The injections are to be continued 


every two hours, till the active stage of 
the disease is past.” 


Bromide of Potassium as a Caustic.— 
M. Peyrand, of Libourne, has demon- 
strated that bromide of potassiura is a 
caustic. “ His first clinical experiment 
on the subject took place in April, 1874, 





when, by means of daily applications of 
powdered bromide, he effected the re- 
moval within twenty-eight days of an 
epitheliomatous growth on the face. He 
has since had equally good results from 
this treatment of atonic ulcers of the 
legs, rapid cicatrisation following the 
separation of sloughs produced by the 
application. In such cases he uses 
either the powder or an ointment of one 
part in five, or a mixture (one in ten) of 
glycerine and the bromide. In many 
skin affections, as chronic eczema, pity- 
riasis, and acne, in phagedzena, ulcera— 
tive stomatitis, and many other local in- 
flammatory disorders, he has found it of 
use. Asa local hemostatic, a solution 
of one in fifty has served for epistaxis, 
and as a general hemostatic its success 
in many cases of hemoptysis and met- 
rorrhagia was very marked, where ergut, 
perchloride of iron, and rhatany had 
failed.”,—London Lancet. 


Concentrated Solution of Salicylic Acid.— 
Perhaps the best formula yet offered for 
a concentrated solution of salicylic acid, 
miscible without precipitation with aque- 
ous solutions, is the following, proposed 
by C. L. Mitchell (American Jour Phar.) : 


Salicylic acid, pure.........dr.ij. 
BOGRE sncrsrscosrscsesssvvnssaltsl 
Glycerine ......0s. svnaennanes QR 
Mix the borax and acid with half a 
fluid ounce of glycerine, and heat gently 
until dissolved, then add glycerine to 
make up one fluid ounce. This solu- 
tion can be diluted with water to any ex- 
tent without immediate precipitation, 
but if the volume of water reaches more 
than ten times that of the glycerine 
the mixture becomes cloudy after a 
time. 
According to Chas. Baker (American 
Journal af Pharmacy, July, 1876) sali- 
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cylic acid, when heated with twice its 
weight of olive oil, forms a homogene- 
ous mixture, admirably adapted for ap- 
plication to surfaces, The oil separates 
to some extent on standing, but can be 
readily recombined by shaking. —De- 
troit Rev. Med. 


Faborandi as a Galactagogue.—Jabo- 
randi, in doses of five grains of the 
powder, infused, and taken three times 
a day, has had a very decided effect in 
increasing the secretion of milk in seve- 
ral cases where mothers have had 
scarcely any flow, and have, in conse- 
quence, been unable to suckle their chil- 
dren. After taking the above-mentioned 
powders the flow has very soon been 
much more satisfactory, to the surprise 
of the patient, and somewhat to that of 
the doctor, as I have not hitherto had 
It is, 
however, necessary, if the breasts be 
not well developed, and therefore do 
not readily take to their secreting func- 
tion, to continue the drug for some 
time, as the secretion will probably 
again fall off if the powders are discon- 
tinued too early. The resulting milk, I 
need scarcely say, agrees quite well with 
the infant, the jaborandi having no un- 
favorable effect upon its quality. The 
drug itself is said to have no such effect 
upon children as upon adults. The 
above property was indicated and the 
earliest accounts of the effects of jabo- 


randi published by Dr. Ringer and oth- 


ers, by whom it was noticed that it in- 
creased the secretions of the skin and 


of the salivary and mammary glands.— 
Lrit. Med. Four. 


Treatment of Orchitis.—For the treat- 
ment of this disease, Dr. L. D. Water- 
man, of Indiana, claims excellent re- 





sults, in the Practitioner, with the fol- 
lowing : 


R. Tincture iodinii, 
Aquz ammonie, 
Tincture opii, 
Olei olive. 


The iodine and ammonia are added in 
quantity just sufficient to be bearable, 
and only cause half-blistering of the 
skin, or exfoliation with a stinging 
sensation for a short time after applica- 
tion. Thus graduated to the supposed 
endurability, the free application of it is 
made to the entire surface of the scro- 
tum, and the woolen cloth saturated 
with the liniment, with which it is 
hourly (if possible) applied, is wrapped 
around the scrotum, and left there con- 
tinually. The pain ceases sometimes in 
three hours, always within twenty-four, 
and the effusion is correspondingly rap- 
idly absorbed without tapping.—WMed. 
and Surg. Rep. 


Method of Bandaging the Breast. —Dr. 
L. A. Dugas (Louesville Med. Jour. , 
April, 1876) says that in treating mam- 
mitis or mammary abscess he uses the 
following method of bandaging: A bit 
of cotton or linen shirting, about ten 
inches wide, and long enough, is placed 
about the thorax and secured in front 
by digitations similar to other “ many- 
tailed” bandages. This is to be ap- 
plied from the axilla down, passing 
around the chest and over the mamma, 
and to be tied in front of the sternum. 
It effectually compresses both organs, 
and may be removed, loosened or tight- 
ened according to the exigencies of the 
case, without any difficulty whatever. 
If only one breast is affected, the band- 
age may be so split as not to cover the 
whole of the other. The child may be 
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nursed through an aperture made in the 
bandage for the nipple. As soonas the 
congestion becomes painful or threaten- 
ing, the bandage should be applied with 
such moderate tightness as will relieve 
pain, and it should be continued until 
the trouble has entirely subsided. 

Diseases of the Nose treated by Medt- 
cated Bougtes. Catti. (Memorabilien, 
1876, No. 9.)—At a meeting of the 
Vienna Medical Society, Catti showed 
some gelatine bougies charged with as- 
tringent medicines—as sulphate of cop- 
per, zinc, carbolic acid, tincture of rha- 
tany. They are from eight to eleven 
centimeters long, and from four to six 
centimeters thick. By a slow rotatory 
motion they are introduced into the 
nasal cavity, and by giving them a hori- 
zontal or slanting or perpendicular direc- 
tion they can be inserted into the lower 
or middle nasal passage. The bougie 
inserted, the nostril is plugged with 
charpie or cotton, and in a few hours it 
will be entirely melted. By a regular 
continued use of such bougies Catti ob- 
tained very good results in the treat- 
ment of chronic catarrh of the nose 
and nasopharngeal space, and of the 
ozena.—Chicago Med. Journal. 

Solution ef Phosphorous in Glycerine.— 
Phosphorous dissolves in alcohol only 
after prolonged heating, but it is rapidly 
taken up when agitated with warm glyce- 
rine, and the solution may then be di- 
luted with warm alcohol without separa- 
tion of the phosphorous.—Detroit Rev. 
Med. 

Mucilage of Acacia, it prepared with 
tolu water, instead of simple water, will 
keep for several months. The tolu 
water is made by triturating fl. dr. ij 
tinct, tolu with dr. iv carb. magnesium, 


then with Oij. of water, and filtering — 
Detroit Rev. Med. 





Boldo.—Boldo is a South American 
plant, anative of Chili. Its leaves, bark 
and blossoms possesses aromatic odor re- 
sembling turpentine and camphor. An 
essential oil has been obtained from the 
leaves, and an alkaloid called ‘‘boldine.” 
It has the property of stimulating the 
liver and aiding digestion. One gramme 
of the tincture may be given at a dose, 
three times daily. 


Absorption of lodine by the Skin.—In a 
paper in L’ Union Med., it is shown that 
iodine poisoning resulted from the free 
application of iodine to the scalp of a 
child, in the treatment of ring-worm. It 
is not proper, therefore, to apply the 
remedy on extensive surfaces in chil- 
dren. The iodism was attended with 
albuminaria of a marked character. 


Quinine in India.—‘‘ In the treatment 
of malarious cases in India, it is found 
that quinine loses its effect after a short 
time. Liquor arsenicalis in chronic 
cases, and the nitric acid bath for chil- 
dren, are the remedies now in favor in 
that country. The nitric acid is used 
much in the manner of the nitro-muriatic 
bath of the older writers.” 


Dr. Grave, in Jour. of Mat. Med., 1868, 
reports seventy-six out of seventy-eight 
cases of intermittent fever, promptly 
cured by the following : 


R. Soda hyposulphite, grs. iv 
Syrupus simplex, dr. j 
Aque, oz. ij 


M. Dose—Half tablespoonful every 
two hours. 


Coffee Leaf.—It is said that the leaf 
of the coffee tree makes a beverage su- 
perior to the coffee, as usually prepared, 
and that it is in common use in Austra- 
lia, Jet it be introduced into Florida. 
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| PRESCRIPTIONS AND FORMUL4# 


Syrupus Matico et Cort. Granati.—Ac- 
cording to Perret (Z’ Union Pharm.,) this 
syrup is one of the surest and most ef- 
fective astringents against dysentery, 
cholera morbus, acute diarrhoea, etc. It 
is employed either pure or diluted with 


water. 


Fol. Matico...... _.partes 20 
Cort. graniti....... o @ 
Aque bullient..... ‘* ‘1,200 
Sacchari. ....ccccees » “§ 200 


The matico and pomegranate are in- 
- fused with the boiling water, and allowed 
to stand, well covered, for twelve hours, 
The infusion is then filtered, and the 
sugar dissolved therein. Dose, a tea- 
spoonful to a wineglassful. 


Velpeau’s Diarrhea Mixture (The 
Pharm.)— 
Tinct. opii, 
Tinct. opii camph., 


| eee aa fl. oz. j 
Tinh, COPE ...000000.. fl. dr. vj 
Spts. menthe pip..... fl. dr. x 
M. 
Haarlem Oil (The Pharm.)-— 
LAGE Oiliccrccesececess 2 pints 
ee palin: Weer 1 pound. 
PE secasonsscecnnes 1 pound. 
Oil of turpentine........ 1 pint. 


Strong water ofammo..50 drops. 
M. 


“ Carbolate of Iodine’ (Dr. Percy Boul- 
ton’s formula in The Pharm.)— 


Tinct. iodinii comp......fl. dr. j 


Acid. carbolici........00.. min. vj 
Glycerin......... seeveeeee fl. OZ. j 
Aquz...... seesseececcecsessell OZ, Ve 


M. 











The solution soon loses its iodine col- 
or, becoming; clear and colorless. It is 
used for inhalation. — Mew Rem, 

R. Tinc. eucalyptus globulus, 
Tin.c cinchone......... aaoz. ij M. 

S.—Give two drachms three times a 
day in obstinate intermittants. W. 


R. Sol. sulph. morphine. ...oz. iij 
Bromide potassium....... oz.ss M. 
S.—One teaspoonful every two to 
four hours, in dysmenorrhcea, and other 
painful nervous affections of females. 


R. Deodorized tinc. opii.........0z. ss 
Bromide of ammonium......dr. ijss 
M. S.—Dose, one teaspoonful every 
two to four hours. Excellent nervine 
and anti-spasmodic. Will agree with 
patients who cannot bear other forms of 


opium, 
W. 





PRACTICAL HINTS. 





Dr. F. L. Gerald, of Massachusetts, 
in Eclectic Medical Journal, publishes a 
paper on Uterine Pathology, from which 
we cull the following suggesticns and 
formula, which, though partaking in 
some measure both of homeopathy and 
of electicism, so-called, seem to pos- 
sess practical importance. 

Upon the subject of the various sym- 
pathetic and reflex disorders resulting 
from uterine disease, he remarks if the 
the appetite is poor with distressed feel- 
ing after meals, use the following: 


R. Tinct. nux vomica, gtt. xxx 


‘© Collinsonia canadin- 


Water cicsresccccscvseseerereees oz. iv 
M. S. A teaspoonful before each 


meal, giving a teaspoonful of the elixir 
of bismuth after each meal. 
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Well adapted to many forms of indi- 
gestion. 

If the bowels are constipated, the 
tongue having a yellow coating at its 
base, use the following 

LAXATIVE PILL, 


R. Euonymin, 
Laptandrin........ o RR.cccrecsens gr. XX 
Podophylin.......sse00 essere oo QT. Vi 
Pulv. capsSicum......seeseseeee, gr. vij 
M. Ft. Pills No. xx. 


Dose one to three twice or three 
times a week. 

If the system is in a state of aneenmia 
and nervous prostration, nse the follow- 
ing 

NERVE TONIC AND ALTERATIVE, 

R. Syrup prun. virg. or glycrine oz. iv 
(2 ee 
Acid plosphoric dilut.......... dr. iv 

M. Dose—A teaspoonful in a little 
cold water after each meal. 

FOR STRUMOUS CASES, 


R. Tinct. phytolacca ........... ood. iV 
Iodid. ammonium ...........064. dr. ij 
BE POUR MEE vc wnvnvssennenceneet 02. iv 
PTR: QRUERCID. 0.0000500i00000008 dr. ss 

M. Dose—A teaspoonful three times 
per day. 


When a patient complains of a bad 
feeling in the head, with nervousness and 
restlessness, and is in fear of impending 
danger, use the following 


NERVINE. 
mR. Tinc. cactus grand.........000<2 dr. iss 
RO css che stnanssvnes dr. i 
OT isstvnninaisthadensievenens oz. iv 


M. Dose—A teaspoonful every four 
hours, 
For a feeling of weight and dragging 
in the uterine region: 
R. Fluid ext. helonias dioica.....dr. ij 
Fluid ext. mitchella repens...dr, iv 





Fluid ext. canlophylum, thal.dr. iss 

Spts. gaultheria........... vases 

GPE DTU, VIG 006 s0000c00eenns8 oz. iv. 

M. Dose—A teaspoonful three or 
four times a day. 


In 
IRRITABLE BLADDER AND PAINFUL MIC- 
TURATION. 
R. Tinc. stramonium...........0s a 4 
Te GR CR iis csnnv teeenvscsvvecd dr. i 
Bi cctenkuinina nakinanabaeiieieis Oz. iv 


iiemaidic ices, 

Sideraphite is a new alloy composed 
of iron, tungsten, nickle, copper and 
aluminum. The vegetable acids do not 
affect it, and the mineral acids very 
slightly. It is cheap, yet more useful 
than genuine silver. 

The Alpha fibre plant is said to be very 
largely cultivated in the French colony 
of Algeria,millions of acres being devot- 
ed to this purpose. It is used for the 
manufacture of paper, for which it is 
better and cheaper than rags. 

Among the papers of Professor 0. bi 
Marsh, in regard to fossils in the museum 
of Yale College, is a description of the 
gigantic flying lizards, the remains of 
which have been found in Kansas. He 
says that the larger of them had a 
spread of wings of not less than twenty- 
five feet. They were found in the chalk 
formation, and hence existed at a very 
remote period of time. 





Notwithstanding the failure of the re- 
cent Arctic expedition, Dr. Peterman 


thinks that a navigable route to the Pole — 


will yet be discovered. He is of the 
opinion that Greenland extends north- 
ward to the very pole itself. 
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Editorial and Miscellaneous. 





@@ All communications relating to the business of 
TuE REcorD, for the year 1877, must be addressed to 
DR. RB. C. WORD, 
Business Manager, South. Med. Rec., 
Atlanta, Ga. 


=> Brief and practical communications are solicited 
on all subjects pertaining to medicine, also reports 
of cases in practice. 

GS" Send money by check, postal order, or regis- 
tered letter. 

@ Write your name, post-office, county and State 
plainly. 

> Our list of co-laborers will be published in the 
February number. 


OUR JOURNAL AND ITS OB- 
JECTS. 

As the SOUTHFRN MEDICAL RECORD, 
in its present new dress, will be sent to 
many who have not seen it, or been 
made acquainted with its objects, it 
seems not inappropriate that we say 
something in this issue about the plan 
and designs of our journal. 

In inaugurating the enterprise, several 
years ago, we were well aware of the 
fact that failure had resulted from every 
similar undertaking in the Southern 
States. So uniformly, indeed, had this 
been the case that the charge had been 
often made, and received as a commonly 
accepted fact, that the physicians of the 
South could not be depended upon to 


support a medical journal. 
In reflecting upon the cause of these 


repeated failures, the fact presented it- 
self to our mind that the practitioners 
of the great South and West had never 


been furnished with a journal adapted to 


their wants. The large majority of 
them residing in remote and sparsely 
settled regions of country, and being 
much of the time in the saddle, need a 
journal practical rather than theoretical ; 
and as they seldom take but one jour- 
nal, they desire one that will give the 
pith and cream of all that is new, prac- 
tical and useful in the medical world, 








in as few words as possible. This being 
true, it is not surprising that the South- 
ern journals have not been acceptable, 
as in nearly every instance they were 
issued in the interest of the medical 
colleges, and have devoted much of 
their space to introductory lectures, 
and long, prosy dissertations, designed 
to advertise the schools and the writers 
rather than to benefit the busy practi- 
tioner. 


From these considerations we determ- 
ined to issue a journal, the leading idea 
of which should be brevity in the publi- 
cation of the truly useful and practical 
in the medical progress of the age. We 
confess that: we have not as yet fully at- 
tained to our ideal, but we have ap- 
proximated it very nearly. The result 
is that we have a large and increasing 
list of subscribers, and a constant de- 
mand for the back volumes of THE 
RECORD, which we are assured consti- 
tutes the best and most complete ab- 
stract of the medical news and informa- 
tion of the last seven years, to be found 
anywhere in Europe or America. 

Our present new issue is in further- 
ance of the same leading object to 
which we have alluded, and, we trust, 
will accomplish it. The reduction in 
price, demanded by the pressure of the 
times, could only be attained by the 
reduction in the size of our journal. 
And yet we think the present number 
will show that the value of the RECORD 
will not be lessened, but rather enhanced 
by the change, and that the editors, by 
increased attention and diligence, can 
compress into its pages an equal, if not 
a greater amount of useful and practical 
matter than was heretofore done. 
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TO OUR READERS. 


—_ 


It is believed that the adoption of 
the cash system in the future will bring 
a two-fold benefit: Ist, It will secure a 
prompt and punctual publication by the 
printers; and 2d, By relieving the edit- 
ors from the harrassing labor of collect- 
ing, ete., will enable them to devote 
more attention to the preparation and 
selection of matter for the journal. 

We do earnestly request our sub- 
scribers to save us from any future ne- 
cessity of referring to the subject of 
dues, that those in arrears will respond 
without delay, and all who have sent 
up renewal orders will promptly remit, 
on the reception of this number. We 
hope not one will fail, as our contract 
with the publishers demands a strict 
adherence to the cash system. 





THE STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 


The Georgia State Board of Health 
assembled in Atlanta on the 17th inst. 
A report was presented by Dr. J. P. 
Logan and the State Geologist, em- 
bodying the facts and conclusions of 
the late investigations made by the 
Board, at Savannah, touching the yellow 
fever epidemic. A report was also 
made by Prof. H. T. Campbell, of Au- 
gusta. 

The Board alluded in severe terms to 
the imperfect sanitary condition of Sa- 
vannah previous to the outbreak of the 
fever. Malarial influences were unusu- 
ally prevalent, and the meteorologi- 
cal conditions were unfavorable—the 
weather being unusually warm, and the 
rain-fall unprecedentedly heavy. 

The Board, however, does not attrib- 
ute the origin of the fever to local causes, 
but gave facts to show that the germs 
af the disease at Savannah, Brunswick, 








and Doboy were unquestionably im- 
ported from the West Indies in Spanish 
vessels. 

The conclusions of the Board upon 
this point, we learn, are not concurred 
in by many of the resident physicians 
of Savannah. 

If, when we see the published transac- 
tions of the Board, there shall appear any- 


i thing important, or previously unknown 


to the profession, we will give it to our 
readers. 


THE LOUISVILLE EMBROGLIO. 


We have received, through the press 
and otherwise, sundry articles bearing 
upon the unfortunate controversy among 
medical brethren in Louisville. At 
present, we have not space to devote to 
the subject, further than to express a 
hope that the truth and the right will 
prevail, no matter whom it affects. Good 
men throughout the country, though 
having no voice in settling local contro- 
versies, always regard with contempt 
the efforts of those who seek to p::t 
down the truth and give supremacy 
to error. No honor will attach to the 
party who gains a point by the use of 
unfair and dishonorable means, No one 
can be considered honorable who will 
indorse an act committed by his friends 
and condemn the same act wher com- 
mitted by his enemies 


ARUNDEL EyE-GLassEsS.—Do you 
use eye-glasses? If so, you do not 
know what good eye-glasses are, if you 
have never used the violet tinted Arundel. 
The writer has tried them, and speaks 
knowingly. If you will send your num- 
ber to Mr. Er Lawshe, of this city, he 
will fit you up and make you happy, at 
the small cost of $3.50 for frames and 
glasses. You will never regret it. 4G. 
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SPECIMEN CoPIES.— We send this 
number to many medical brethren whose 
names are not on our list. We respect- 
fully ask them to subscribe, and to indi- 
cate it by remitting us $2 at once. If you 
decline, please return the copy to 

R. C. Worp, M. D., 
Business Manager. 


To PHYSICIANS AND DRUGGISTS.— 
The undersigned has connected with 
the journal business a purchasing agency 
in Atlanta, Ga., for the convenience of 
druggists and physicians, who can save 


- time and traveling expenses by sending 


their orders direct to him. He has in- 
timate acquaintance with the wholesale 
dealers in the city, and facilities which 
will enable him to select goods judi- 
ciously, and at the lowest rates. 

To the friends and patrons of this 
journal no commission will be charged 


for this service. 
Our readers will please direct the at- 


tention of their home druggists to the 
above agency. 


Address Dr. R. C. Worp, 


Business Manager. 


MEDICAL Muss AT LOUISVILLE.— 
One of the students of Dr. Gaillard’s 
Medical College (or Colleges ?) has sued 
the faculty for the fees paid by him. 
We have condemned this “ two in one” 
institution, as all honest men must, but 
we sympathize with any of our profes- 
sional brethren when in trouble. We 
do not go with those—if any there be— 
who desire the annihilation of Dr. G., 
or the college in which he teaches. If 
he has done wrong, he should, and 
doubtless will, give ample reparation, 
both to the profession and the parties 
aggrieved. Charity becomes us, and we 
should be slow to condemn, utterly and 
entirely, until all the facts are known. 
We should deal justly—condemn where 





blame is proven, and withhold it until 
evil is made plain. We sincerely trust 
Dr. G. may clear his professional gar- 
ments of all taint, even at the expense 
of acknowledgement of error committed. 
He will lose nothing by such a course, 
but, on the other hand, will gain largely 
by it. 

To all engaged in this controversy, 
we say: Seek the injury of no man. 
Give justice and truth the amplest play, 
Bring error to the plumb-line and exact 
no more. Do right, but temper right 
with the soft smiles of charity—the 
sweetest, holiest principle graciously 
given to our fallen race. G. 





BOOKS. 


MeEpicaL DiaaNosEs—With Special Reference to Prac- 
tical Medicine. A Guide to the Knowledge and Dis- 
crimination of Diseases. By J. M. Da Costa, M. D.» 
Professor of the Practice of Medicine at the Jeffer- 
son Medical College, Philadelphia, etc., etc. LIlus- 
trated with Engravings on Wood. Fourth Edition. 
Revised. Philadelphia. J. B. Lipprxcotr & Co., 
1876. 


This valuable work has been before 
the profession tor some years. The 
present edition is much improved over 
former ones, by the many changes and 
additions which have been. demanded 
in order to keep the subject matter 
abreast with the recent advances in 
pathology, etc. Diagnosis is the basis 
upon which all successful practice must 
rest. The practitioner, well grounded 
in anatomy, physiology, pathology, and 
materia-medica, will find Dr. Da Costa’s 
volume one of the best helps in aiding 
him in attaining success in his practice. 
In our judgment, no practitioner should 
be without this helpful volume, and 
deprives himself of much when he fails to 
have it on hand for consultation. We 
advise all to obtain a copy. Like every- 
thing else from the publishing house of 
J. B. Lippincott & Co., the letter-press 
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of this work is all the most fastidious 
could require. G. 
Fruita Diseases AND THEIR PREVENTION. By JOHN 

Semon, M.D., F. R. C. 8., Chief Medical Officer of 

the Privy Council and of the Local Government 

Board of Great Britain. First American Edition. 

Printed under the direction of the State Board of 

Health of Massachusetts. Boston. James Camp- 

BELL, 1876. Price $1. 

There is scarcely a_ subject about 
which so little is known as that of Filth 
Diseases. Everywhere where man finds 
a “local habitation” filth diseases pre— 
vail—whether in the home, city, or rural 
sites. It matters not how isolated may 
be his home, these diseases are liable to 
occur. The impor€ance of their pre- 
vention cannot be over-estimated, par- 
ticularly as the diseases so caused are 
the most common and fatal to whfch man 
is subject. The prevention recommend- 
ed does not lie in medication—not in 


preventive medicine—but in respect to | 


a knowledge of correct sanitation, bised 
upon the laws of hygiene. This little 
volume will be of immense service to 
the people, if its teachings are properly 
sustained and enforced by the example 
and practice of medical men. But the 
profession, as a mass, are not sufficiently 


well grounded in the principles of hy- | 


giene, and, until they bocome well in- 
formed, can never give wholesome 
advice upon filth diseases and their pre- 
vention. Among the valuable helps 
in obtaining information on so impor- 
tant a subject the little volume above 
will be useful and helpful. G. 


SCRIBNER’s MONTHLY.— Have you 
ever subscribed for Scribner? If nota 
treat is in store for you when you do. 
It will do you good—your wife, if you 
have one, good—and your family good. 
Dr. Holland’s beautiful story, Nicholas 
Menturn, is worth the subscription 

to say nothing of the attractive 











illustrations with which it is filled, and 
the quantity of other valuable reading 
in it. Price $4. G. 
St. NicHOoLas.—Did your child ever 
see St. Nicholas? If not, you have de- 
prived it of one of the greatest pleas- 
ures it is possible for it to have in life, 
St. Nicholas is the best, purest, the 
finest illustrated, and most entertaining 


child’s magazine in the world. Let 
your little ones have it. It costs but 
G. 


$3 a year. 
RECEIPTS. 


-_—— 


The following names are receipted on 
renewals for 1877, up to the time of 
going to press: 

L. D. Johnson, John Hardeman, Pres- 
ton Bond, A. D. Pound for six months, 
J. H. Howard, A. H. Sellers, W. J. Lee, 
E. Y. Flemming, John O’Brien, G. B. 
Battle, J. L. Martin, E. W. Hunter, C. 
D. Satman, A. P. Harris, J. W. Gilbert, 
Robert Kells, B. F. Darnell, D. W. Del- 
bridge, S. M. Hogan, W. K. Jones, John 
A. Hanks, J. H. Henry, J. P. Olliver, C. 
W. McDaniel, L. W. Mobley, IF. B. 
Calling, A. G. Smythe, L. J. Brownlee, 
G. H. Thompson, F. De’Lee, J. B 
Baily, Lanier & Cabe, W. N. Ames, G. 
A. Dyer, James Underwood, John A. 
Field, J. E. Terrell, C. C. Jones, E. N. 
Cushing, John Riches, E. H. Hurst, J. 
H. Keer, Wm. Goodrich, J. Alexander, 
W. F. Grasham, A. A. Stanley, J. M. 
Stansell, R. Fowler, Charles E. Ward, 
E. R. Young, M. T. Anderson, R. R. 
Huie, J. W. Butts, Wm. Palmer, J. C. 
Moody, J. D. Moon, W. E. Brock. K. 
H. Davis, A. H. Randall, W. W. Mahan 
Q. J. Mathews, Fred. Savage. 

Dr. Powell requests me to say that 
receipts on our old accounts will be sent 
by mail. R. C. WorD, 

Business Manager. 








